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FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 017657 ACTION ATHENS 26 JAN 
QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 017657 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PFOR, US.GR 

SUBJECT: DEMARCHE TO GREEK EMBASSY ON ARAB TERRORISTS 
REF: ATHENS 0561; STATE 017050 

1. DEPASSTSEC DAVIES MADE FOLLOWING POINTS REGARDING ARAB 
TERRORISTS TO STAMATIOU, FIRST SECRETARY, GREEK EMBASSY 
(GREEK CHARGE WAS ILL). STAMATIOU WAS PROVIDED WITH 
"BOU DE PAPIER" TO ENSURE CORRECT UNDERSTANDING OUR 
DEMARCHE. 

A. THE STRONG STAND OF THE GOVERNMENT OF GREECE IN RE- 
FUSING TO RELEASE TER*ORISTS AT THE TIME OF THE ROME INCI- 
DENT, AND IN BRINGING THEM TO TRIAL DESPITE THE OBVIOUS 
RISK OF REPRISALS HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED BY ALL AS A CON- 
STRUCTIVE, FORWARD STEP IN THE BATTLE AGAINST INTERNATIONAL 
TERRORISM. 

B. TERRORIST ATTACKS SUCH AS ATHENS AND ROME INCIDENTS 
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POSE THE GRAVEST OF THREATS TO THE RULE OF LAW AND ORDERLY 
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LIFE OF CIVILIZED NATIONS. 

C. OUR CONSIDERED OPINION IS THAT SUCH INCIDENTS CAN 
ONLY BE REDUCED- AND HOPEFULLY EVENTUALLY ELIMINATED-BY 
PUNISHING CRIMINALS OF THIS KIND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF THE COUNTRIES WHERE THE OFFENSES ARE 
COMMITTED. 

D. WE HAVE NOTED AND BEEN CONCERNED BY AN AP STORY 
DATED JANUARY 25 SAYING THAT THE GOG IS EXPECTED TO DEPORT 
THE TWO ARAB TERRORISTS CONVICTED OF MURDER ON JANUARY 24. 
THE STORY APPARENTLY REFLECTS A PERSISTENT RUMOR TO THE 
SAME EFFECT IN ATHENS AND ABROAD. 

E. WE BELIEVE FREEING OF CRIMINAL TERRORISTS WITHOUT 
ADEQUATE PUNISHMENT WOULD NOT BE HELPFUL IN THE CAMPAIGN 
TO END MINDLESS TERRORISM WE BELIEVE THAT YIELDING TO 
PRESSURES DOES NOT REMOVE RISKS OF FURTHER TERRORIST ACTS 
BUT RATHER INCREASES THEM FOR ALL. 

2. STAMATIOU SAID HE WOULD CABLE ATHENS AT ONCE. HE 
REFERRED TO TETENES PRESS STATEMENT JANUARY 25 (NOT YET 
RECEIVED HERE) INDICATING THAT JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS RE- 
GARDING ARAB TERRORISTS NOT YET COMPLETED AS DEFENSE 
INTENDED APPEAL. RUSH UNQUOTE KISSINGER 
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